
 
 
 
 

 
 

Inauguration of Project “Go Japan!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: Directorate-General for Economic, Fiscal and Social Structure, 
Cabinet Office 
Counselor: Hiroshi Tawa             03-3581-9378 (direct) 

                  Jun i ch i  Koch iya            03 -3581-0783 (direct) 
                  Ke i suke  Mizuhi ro          03 -3581-0783 (direct) 

1. Research study that forms the core of the private-led project “Go Japan!” will 
start on April 23. (Note) 

 
?? Possibilities and prospects of new industries to be created by innovation and 

business models based on potential science and technology and measures to 

create ones are to be investigated. 

?? Well-informed businessmen and men of learning and experience will join the 

implementation organization centering on the University of Tokyo as an 

advisory group. 

?? Joint projects with U.S. and European universities, including MIT and 

Technical University of Berlin (Technischen Universitaet Berlin) are to be 

implemented. 

?? In addition, the Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry is to 

implement an Excellent Company Project. Under the project, the institute will 

shed light on the factors that made some Japanese enterprises successful even 

during “the lost decade” and pay attention to “what was not lost” in the 

Japanese economy with the aim of providing management hints to enterprises 

suffering from a decline in competitiveness. 

 

2. It is hoped that people ’s interest in economic revitalization will increase and 

competitive businesses will grow through the “Go Japan!” project.  

?? By holding symposiums for businessmen and people and seminars for small and 

medium-sized enterprises in cooperation with business organizations, it is 

hoped that national interest in economic revitalization will be enhanced. 

 
(Note) At a meeting of the Council for Science and Technology Policy held on April 23, 

2002, “the Emergency Research Study concerning Economic Revitalization Measures 
through Industrialization of Science and Technology and Construction of New 
Industrial Structure Models” was designated as “an emergency research study”
funded by Adjustment Expenses for Promotion of Science and Technology. 



[Background of “Go Japan!” project]  

   Japan is faced with an unprecedented economic crisis, such as a stagnant business 

foundation and a hollowing-out of industry. At a meeting of the Council on Economic 

and Fiscal Policy (February 12), the four council members, representing the private 

sector, proposed a private-led project to seek ways to revitalize Japan’s industries by 

studying and discussing the factors behind the decline in Japan’s industries 

productivity and international competitiveness.  

   The project will  be implemented with the aim of industrializing science and 

technology, systematizing measures that should be taken and shedding light on factors 

and secrets of management of successful enterprises.  

 
[Contents of “Go Japan!” project]  

   (Emergency Industry -Academic-Government Project)  

① By utilizing innovation and business models based on Japanese potential science 

and technology, the project will show what industries, with what economic effects, 

will be created and what industries can be established locally. It will also show the 

process of revitalization to realize such industries.  

② It will investigate science and technology trends, possibilities of industry, 

development patterns of local economies, advantages of industrial competitiveness, 

etc. in the U.S. and Europe, and study how revitalization should be promoted in 

Japan. 

   (Excellent Company Project)  

③ It will include a case-by-case study of the movements that are taking place in 

Japanese enterprises and business operators as they move toward revitalization in 

ways typical of Japan, not just copying the U.S. and Europe. The results will be 

published and common factors behind the success will be extracted. 

 

[Implementation setup for “Go Japan!” project]  

   (Emergency industry -academic-government project)  

   Implementation organization: University of Tokyo, Faculty of Engineering (core 

organ), UT Research Institute Corp. 

   An advisory group consisting of representatives of the business community and 

academics will be set up to support the implementation organization. 

   (Excellent Company Project)  

   Implementation organization: Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry 

(independent administrative institution) 

 

 
 



[Implementation procedure] 

① Although the “Go Japan!” project won’t be implemented until the end of fiscal 2002, 

it f irst plans to prepare an emergency report to contribute to an economic 

revitalization strategy to be worked out by the government in June. 

② In mid-July,  it plans to hold a panel discussion by inviting scholars from MIT, 

which prepared a “Made in America” report, a comparative study of the decline of 

U.S. competitiveness in the 1980s, and from Technical University of Berlin. 

③ In cooperation with business organizations, it also plans to hold discussion 

meetings with entrepreneurs and people on the current state of industry, the 

process of development and ideal ways of business management.  

 


